Suggested Teaching Strategies
Visual Learners

· Keep oral directions short and simple.

· Give oral directions one at a time.

· Have student repeat oral directions.

· Write directions as you say them.

· Color – code Hebrew vowels, directionality, papers, etc.

· Use visual aids (charts, pictures, graphs, photos, films, overhead projectors) with auditory presentations.

· Speak slowly and clearly.

· Vary voice tone and pitch.

· Show students examples pf finished products.

· Have students make and use flashcards.

· Provide students with written copies of what is presented.

· Label objects in the room in English and /or Hebrew.

· Post word and alef bet charts around the room.

· Use colored chalk on chalkboards or markers on dry erase boards.

Auditory Learners

· Read directions aloud to the student.
· Use music, songs and trope often
· Use tape recorders.
· Read aloud.
· Speak and demonstrate at the same time.
· Do storytelling without visual cues.
· Use clapping, drums, and bells for auditory patterning.
· Memorize poems, rhymes, and songs.
· Play Simon Says/Shimon Omer.
· Make written material neat, clear, and simple.
· Have a “buddy” read directions aloud to the student..
· Provide cardboard markers or frames for reading.
· Allow students to complete half a page (or every other item) of written work.
Kinesthetic Learners

· Assign role playing or interviewing activities.

· Encourage large writing in the air or on the chalkboard.

· Trace Hebrew letters on another student’s back with fingers.

· Use clay or dough to make Hebrew letters.

· Play active games,(( One example: Make a large game path on the floor with chalk or masking tape, and let the children be game pieces.)

· Use flashcards made from yarn, buttons, beans, sandpaper, glitter, dried glue, etc.

· Schedule small group discussions or cooperative learning activities.

· Allow time for students to move around.

· Form Hebrew letters with the students’ whole bodies.

Global Learners

· Make mind maps or flow charts.
· Relate new material to the students’ personal experiences.
· Emphasize the major concepts.
· Connect new material to recent learning.
· Use cooperative learning techniques.
       Analytical Learners

· Provide specific and detailed information.
· State learning objectives clearly.
· Allow time for independent work.
· Give students choices.
Introverted Learners

· Make time for students to read in class.

· Give students think time before asking them to answer questions.

· Use private study areas.

· Allow children to work on individual projects.

Extroverted Learners

· Encourage whole-class or small-group discussions.
· Allow children to do group projects.
· Use skits or plays.
· Let students give speeches or monologues.
· Provide time and space for active projects.
Teaching to learning styles includes more than merely addressing various modalities in the presentation of materials. A teacher must also give the students opportunities to process new information in a variety of ways. In other words, the students should be able to decide how to organize material in ways that match their learning styles.

· Visual learners may draw a diagram of the information to be studied.
· Kinesthetic learners prefer making a model.
· Global learners could draw out a mind map.
· Analytical learners write a detailed outline.
 Allowing students to process material in different ways creates no extra work for the teacher. It requires flexibility and a greater tolerance for activity within the classroom, but once the teacher provides a menu of options that students use in their classroom study time or home-work assignments, the students take charge of their own learning.

Teachers should allow students to demonstrate their learning in their strongest style.  This means that there is no need for every student’s assignment or final project to be in the same format. For example, a student could show her understanding of a unit on the events leading up to the declaration of Israel statehood in a wide variety of ways.

· Visual learners make a series of drawings with captions.

· Introverted learners write a report.

· Extraverted and/or auditory learners present a group project in which they interview important historical figures.

Teachers can provide students with a list of project options and let them choose how they will demonstrate their knowledge or mastery of the material. Here is an example of such a list:

SAMPLE STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OR MASTERY OF MATERIAL

Visual Learners

· Cartoons
· Drawings or paintings
· Collages
· Diagrams
Kinesthetic Learners

· Models

· Skits, plays

· Puppet shows

Analytical Learners

· Lists

· Outlines

· Tree with leaves, each containing one fact per leaf

Introverted Learners

· Written Reports

· Individual projects

Auditory Learners

· Monologues or dialogues

· Tapes

· Songs, raps, poems

· Interviews

Global Learners

· Personal stories

· Large diagrams

· Time lines

· Mind maps

Extroverted Learners

· Speeches
· Oral presentations
· Group projects
· Game-show formats
When teachers use learning style theory in their classrooms, all students can be successful. They have opportunities to learn and process new material and are able to demonstrate their understanding through their strength. A teacher new to learning style theory need not feel overwhelmed by the project of suddenly having to teach in many new ways. If teachers want to explore using learning style theory, they could begin by choosing one new area to address. For example, if teachers are auditory learners, they may decide to incorporate visual techniques in the classroom for a month or two. When they become more comfortable with these approaches, other strategies can be added.
